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MEETING DATE: July 22, 2025
AGENDA ITEM: 3. Sidewalk Café Permit Request – Mei Wah Beer Room

FROM: Jon Kennedy
RE: Sidewalk Café Permit Request – Mei Wah Beer Room

BACKGROUND:

The City has received a permit application from Mei Wah Beer Room, a bar located at 35 Main St, seeking
approval to utilize a portion of the adjacent public street for private business use. The application was
submitted under the City’s existing Sidewalk Café Permit program, which was originally established to
allow restaurants to expand outdoor dining service into the public right-of-way—namely sidewalks—subject
to certain conditions.

Mei Wah Beer Room is currently permitted by Sacramento County Environmental Health as a bar, not a
restaurant, and does not prepare, handle, or serve open food. The business is therefore not classified as a
food facility under the applicable health code.

LEGAL AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS:

The request involves expanding operations into the public street area rather than the sidewalk, and is
being made by a non-restaurant establishment. This raises threshold questions regarding the scope and
applicability of the City's existing Sidewalk Café Permit program, including:

- Whether a bar or similar non-restaurant establishment qualifies for a Sidewalk Cafe permit; 

- Whether the use of public street space, as opposed to the sidewalk, falls within the current permitting
framework; and 

- Whether additional permits, council action, public notice, or ordinance amendments would be required to
authorize such use. 

Additionally, the application proposes the exclusive, ongoing use of a public right-of-way for a private
commercial activity, which implicates broader policy considerations - such as impacts on public access,
traffic and pedestrian circulation, and long-term management of public space.

ATTACHMENTS:

SIDEDWALK PERMIT APPLICATIONA.
WALTON INSURANCEB.
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CHAPTER 4.16 - SIDEWALK CAFÉC.
EH EMAILD.
WALTON 7-17 EMAILE.





















CHAPTER 4.16 - SIDEWALK CAFÉ
 
 
4.16.010 - Establishment and regulation
 
Sidewalk cafés may be established and operated with portion of the public right-of-way adjacent to streets and
highways within the city subject to the review and approval of a revocable sidewalk use permit for such use of the
public right-of-way by the city council.
 
The establishment and continued operation of sidewalk cafés pursuant to such a revocable sidewalk use permit
shall also be subject to such additional requirements, if, applicable imposed by the state alcoholic beverage
commission (ABC), the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) applicable state and local fire code provisions and
requirements, or other agency having jurisdiction.
 
The use of the public right-of-way shall be in conjunction with and an accessory use to the operation of a restaurant
on immediately adjacent property which his operating on said property in conformance with applicable provisions of
the city zoning ordinance and other city codes and ordinances. All required city building, zoning and revocable
sidewalk use permits shall be obtained and necessary improvements to the sidewalk and adjacent property
completed and approved by the building official prior to the commence of operations of the sidewalk café on the
public right-of-way.
 
(Ord. No. 348)
 
4.16.020 - Permit—Application
 
An application for a sidewalk café revocable sidewalk use permit shall be obtained, completed and returned to the
city clerk for review and approval by the city council as required in this chapter. A fee shall accompany said permit
application and shall be used by the city for the purpose of reimbursing itself for the expenses it occurs in processing
the application. The amount of said fee shall be determined by resolution of the city council. Prior to commencement
of use of such property under a revocable sidewalk issued under this chapter, the revocable sidewalk use permittee
shall repair any portion of the sidewalk are which is damaged, as determined by the building official in accordance
with current city construction standards of sidewalks.
 
All applicants for sidewalk café revocable sidewalk use permits shall be made on forms provided by the city clerk
and shall include such information, maps and plans as may be reasonably required by the building official given the
nature of the proposed use of the public right-of-way. Each application must be accompanied by a sidewalk seating
plan showing the location of tables and chairs, all public and private walkway clearances, building entrances, barrier
elements, fixed walkway elements and sidewalk utility boxes within a minimum 25-foot radius of the sidewalk café
barrier element and any other features as determined by the building official.
 
(Ord. No. 348)
 
4.16.030 - Insurance and indemnification agreement
 
Prior to issuance of a revocable sidewalk use permit for a sidewalk café, the permittee shall obtain and maintain
public liability insurance in such form and in such amounts as is determined reasonable and necessary by the city
council to protect the city. In addition, the permittee shall agree to indemnify, defend and save harmless the city
claims, damages and liability arising out of the use of the public right-of-way in such form as may be reasonably
required by the city attorney.
 
(Ord. No. 348)
 
4.16.040 - Standards
 
The following standards shall apply to all sidewalk cafés operating with a revocable sidewalk use permit from the
city:
 
A.
 
The city revocable sidewalk use permit approving the sidewalk café and the allowable number of tables and chairs,
as determined in the revocable sidewalk use permit, shall be displayed in a prominent location easily accessible to
the public on or adjacent to the café area. Any ABC revocable sidewalk use permit required for the café shall also be
displayed.
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B.
 
A decorative element separating outdoor café seating area from adjacent pedestrian traffic must be provided. The
design and materials of such element must complement and be compatible with the architectural design of the
restaurant building façade or of a design that adds visual interest to the street scape.
 
C.
 
A sidewalk café may be uncovered, partially covered, or fully covered by means of umbrellas, awnings or canopies.
 
D.
 
Decorative accent lighting may be incorporated into the outdoor areas and shall meet all city and applicable Code
requirements.
 
E.
 
Sidewalk cafés shall not obstruct sidewalk pedestrian traffic, accessibility to vehicles parked adjacent to the curb, or
create public health or hazards.
 
F.
 
A minimum of 36 inches of clearance shall be permanently maintained for pedestrian use between the outer-most
barricade edge of the sidewalk café and any fixed or temporary obstruction which is contained in the area between
the out-most barricade edge and the curb edge. This clear zone must be paved.
 
G.
 
If appropriate, a "No Parking" zone may be designated on public rights-of-way adjacent to the sidewalk café subject
to approval by the city council.
 
H.
 
Sidewalk cafés areas shall be used only as seating areas. Storage, kitchen, or restroom uses are not allowed.
Tables and/or chairs must be movable unless otherwise approved by the building official.
 
(Ord. No. 348)
 
4.16.050 - Permit—Revocation
 
The building official shall be responsible for the enforcement of this chapter and all of the terms and conditions of
any revocable sidewalk use permit issued hereunder. If the permittee violates any of the terms and conditions of this
section or of the revocable sidewalk use permit, the building official may revoke the revocable sidewalk use permit at
any time after not less ten days' written notice of his or her intention to do so to the holder of the revocable sidewalk
use permit. Any such order made by the building official may be appealed to the city council.
 
In addition, a revocable sidewalk use permit granted pursuant to his chapter may be revoked by the city council at
any time, with ten days' prior written notice to the permittee of its intention to do, when the council determines, in its
sole discretion, that the continued use of the public right-of-way as the site of a sidewalk café is not in the public
interest.
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Tue, Jul 15, 12:05 P
to me
Iva Walton

Hi Jon
I talked with Health Dept the letter below in general, describes the conversation by buying prepackaged individual servings that the customer heats up in the microwave. I do not have to
change my permitting.

Begin forwarded message:

From: "EHPlanReview. EMD" <ehplanreview@saccounty.gov>
Date: July 3, 2025 at 3:17:59 PM PDT
To: ivawalton@comcast.net
Subject: RE: Serve good at bar

Iva,

If you are handling open food even if you are not cooking on site you will need to submit plans, cut sheets for new equipment for approval and your permit will be changed from bar to bar/food
prep. Other option is to give prepackage food item to customer and they can heat themself . In this case plans won't be required. and permit will stay as is.

Environmental Health Division Plan Review
Sacramento County Environmental Management Department
11080 White Rock Rd. #200
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
(916) 874-6010
emd.saccounty.gov

Plan Review Counter Hours: Mon – Fri, 8:00  am to 12:00 pm
Plan Review Email:  EHPlanReview@SacCounty.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Iva Walton <ivawalton@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, July 3, 2025, 8:28 AM
To: EMD. Info <EMDinfo@saccounty.net>
Subject: Serve good at bar

 EXTERNAL EMAIL: If unknown sender, do not click links/attachments.  If you have concerns about this email, please report it via the Phish Alert button.

Hello,
I have a tap room/beer bar in Isleton, and I want to serve food that is prepared at a neighboring deli. It would be stored cold in my nsf cooler and require a nsf microwave to heat up the
panini/food. Is there any requirements/fees/inspections to start doing this?

Thank You,
Iva Walton
Mei Wah Beer Room
510-914-0860
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10:57 AM
to cso@cityofisleton.com, me
ivawalton@comcast.net

Please note, I am sending this email as the Sole Owner of Mei Wei Beer Room.
 
Issue:
The core issue is whether the city’s sidewalk café permit process is based on legally defined operational classifications or other interpretations, and
whether the Mei Wah Beer Room qualifies for such a permit under the applicable municipal code.
 
------------------------------
Regulation:
According to Isleton’s Municipal Code Chapter 4.16, a revocable sidewalk use permit is required for establishing and operating a sidewalk café.
Specifically,
- Section 4.16.020 defines the application process, including submission of plans and compliance with standards set by the city.
- Section 4.16.040 lists standards that all sidewalk cafes must meet, including display requirements, barriers, safety, pedestrian access, and use
limitations.
- The permit is approved by the city council and must be prominently displayed at the café site.
 
------------------------------
Analysis:
Your email asserts that the city’s ordinance is based on “legally defined operational classifications” rather than general interpretations. However, the code
explicitly states that applications must be made through prescribed forms, accompanied by detailed plans, and subject to specific standards and approval
processes.
I have reviewed the ordinance provisions and determined that the process is uniform and based on established regulations rather than subjective
classifications or interpretations.
 
Furthermore, I have made a good faith effort to comply with all standards outlined in the ordinance, including providing the necessary schematics and
plans as required. Specifically, I have addressed the following:
- Proper display of permits (pending approval)
- Adequate barrier design consistent with architectural compatibility
- Accessibility clearances of at least 36 inches, and unobstructed pedestrian pathways
- Use restrictions to seating areas only, with movable tables and chairs
 
I have already sent the city the completed forms and schematic of the proposed sidewalk café layout for your review.
 
------------------------------
Conclusion:
Mei Wah Beer Room continues to receive accolades as an established part of Isleton and many say this business is "the best thing to happen to Isleton in
years". I know several home owners that have said "we moved here because of your business". Senator Dodd awarded my establishment The Best Small
Business of the Year in Sacramento County. Mei Wah Beer Room was listed as the 33rd favorite bar in America according YELP users.
 
Based on the ordinance requirements and my adherence to those standards, I respectfully request that my application for a sidewalk café permit be
considered for approval at the next city council meeting. I believe that my proposal complies fully with the municipal code governing sidewalk cafes, and I
look forward to this coming before the City Council.
 
Sincerely,
Iva Walton
Owner, Mei Wah Beer Room
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