MEETING DATE: December 10, 2025

AGENDA ITEM: 9. Vacancy on City Council: Review, Interview, and Potential Appointment
FROM: Ryan Bonk
RE: Vacancy on City Council: Review, Interview, and Potential Appointment

BACKGROUND:

During the 10/08/2025 Regular Meeting of the City Council, Councilmember Leah Turner announced her
resignation from the City Council effective at the end of the day on 10/14/2025.

The City Council voted to fill the vacancy by appointment and directed staff to begin the application
process.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Staff has received two (2) applicants by the deadline for the vacancy. The applications submitted are
attached to this staff report.

Plumas County has confirmed that both applicants are within the City and are registered voters.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the City Council review the applications submitted, interview the applicants, and
potentially appoint an applicant to the vacant position for the length of the term.

ATTACHMENTS:

A. K.ATTAMA CITY COUNCIL VACANCY APPLICATION
B. MILLER F-026 A APPLICATION FOR CITY COUNCIL VACANCY
C. MILLER CITY COUNCIL (2) (2)
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Document Location SharePoint Revision Date 10/14/2025
Document Type Eorm Council Adoption Date NA
Resolution No. NA

APPLICATION
FOR CITY COUNCIL VACANCY

Persons interested in being appointed to fill the vacancy on the City Council are encouraged to submit
an application to the City. Completed applications and a cover letter, resume, and/or any additional
information an applicant would like the City Council to consider must be submitted to the City Manager
no later than 5:00 p.m. on November 3, 2025, via email at citymanager@cityofportola.com or in person
at City Hall, 35 Third Avenue, Portola, CA 96122.

All applications will be reviewed and interviews will be held at the City Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. on
November 12, 2025. All applicants are encouraged to attend the November 12, 2025, City Council
meeting. The appointment to the City Council may be made at same regular meeting of the City Council
and become effective immediately after the selected person has been appointed and taken the oath of
office. The selected person will serve as a Council member until the general municipal election in
November of 2026.

The individual selected should be able to participate in Council meetings, and Commissions and
Committees as appointed. The City Council holds regular meetings on the 2" and 4" Wednesday of each
month at 6:00 p.m.

Please note, you must be a resident and registered voter of the City of Portola and at least 18 years of
age to be considered for and appointed to the City Council.

Applicant Name:  Kristen Attama

Residence Address:

683 N. Gulling St
Portola, CA 96122

Mailing Address (if different):

Phone Number: 971-235-4076

Email Address: ristenattma@yahoo.com
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Please state the reasons why you should be considered for appointment by the City Council:

| have a heart for this community and love the direction of positivity and service that
we are moving in. | feel like this is the right time for me truly get involved on a deeper
level.

Provide a Summary of Background Experience (resume may be attached):

| have not served in an elected position or as an official part of a community organization. |
did help with fundraisers for Eastern Plumas Fire Protection District i.e. boot drives, selling
Mother's Day flowers, helping with the Easter Egg Hunt and with Halloween events as well
as a couple of Halloween events for Beckwourth Fire.

Please list memberships in community organizations and/or professional memberships:

| am in the process of joining the Fire Wise organization. | have attended one meeting
and look forward to attending my second meeting tomorrow evening 10/16/25.

Present Occupation:

Work Order Clerk & Accounting Aide

Employer:
Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative

Describe your tenure in the community and/or region as a whole:

| originally moved to Plumas County in the Fall of 1997. We moved out of the area a
couple of times, but have been back in the area for the last 12 years or so and have no
plans on moving away from our community.

Outline your vision for the City of Portola:

| see our city continuing to foster ways in which we can serve & encourage each other, get to know one another,
help clean up our image by literally cleaning up, and moving forward in a positive manner. | see a community that
lifts each other and has fun doing so with continued events such as the upcoming Trunk or Treat, Christmas tree
lighting and parade, music in the park, clean up days and who knows what else could be next.

Describe why you are interested in the appointment:

| am interested in this appointment because | believe | can encourage others to get
involved in continuing to better our City. | want to be more involved, hear what the
community has to say and help us move forward into the next era.
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Any foreseen issues with time commitments related to the appointment (City Council meetings,
committee assignments, etc.):

I do not foresee any issues with time commitments related to the appointment and will
do everything | can to schedule vacations around meetings and assignments.

NOTICE TO APPLICANTS: Appointment to this position will require you to make information available as
to any potential conflict of interest and to file a Statement of Economic Interest (Form 700) with the
City. The Form 700 is a public record and is available to the public on request. Appointment to this
position will also require you to take and periodically update certain training.

| have read, understand, and will abide by the statement above. | have sufficient time to devote to this
responsibility and plan to attend the required meetings if appointed to fill the vacancy and further
certify that the foregoing information is true and correct.

Date: 10/15/25

Signature:

Aoratin JEzima

SUBMITTAL OF APPLICATION: Please submit the completed application to the City Manager. Completed
applications and additional material may be submitted electronically to the City Manager via email at
citymanager@cityofportola.com or in person drop-off at City Hall located at 35 Third Avenue, Portola,
CA, 96122.

Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. on November 3, 2025.
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APPLICATION
FOR CITY COUNCIL VACANCY

Persons interested in being appointed to fill the vacancy on the City Council are encouraged to submit
an application to the City. Completed applications and a cover letter, resume, and/or any additional
information an applicant would like the City Council to consider must be submitted to the City Manager
no later than 5:00 p.m. on November 3, 2025, via email at citymanager@cityofportola.com or in person
at City Hall, 35 Third Avenue, Portola, CA 96122.

All applications will be reviewed and interviews will be held at the City Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. on
November 12, 2025. All applicants are encouraged to attend the November 12, 2025, City Council
meeting. The appointment to the City Council may be made at same regular meeting of the City Council
and become effective immediately after the selected person has been appointed and taken the oath of
office. The selected person will serve as a Council member until the general municipal election in
November of 2026.

The individual selected should be able to participate in Council meetings, and Commissions and
Committees as appointed. The City Council holds regular meetings on the 2" and 4" Wednesday of each
month at 6:00 p.m.

Please note, you must be a resident and registered voter of the City of Portola and at least 18 years of
age to be considered for and appointed to the City Council.

Applicant Name: | quren Miller

Residence Address:

125 Joy Way Portola, CA 96122

Mailing Address (if different):

Phone Number: 20022130435

Email Address: |5,ren free.miller@gmail.com
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Please state the reasons why you should be considered for appointment by the City Council:

Having lived and worked in rural areas for the past 15 years, and with a particular love for Plumas County, | am familiar with
the unique opportunities and challenges facing our community in Portola. My education and professional experience is in the
field of social science which provides a strong foundation for understanding diverse perspectives, facilitating productive
dialogue, and making informed decisions that truly reflect the needs and aspirations of our residents. | am committed to
leveraging my expertise to enhance community well-being and fulfilling the responsibilities of a Council member.

Provide a Summary of Background Experience (resume may be attached):

See Resume.

Please list memberships in community organizations and/or professional memberships:

Prior to moving back to Plumas County, my volunteerism involved crisis intervention and facilitation for
the Fredericton Sexual Assault Crisis Center, citizen science volunteering for disaster management in
Livingston, Montana, member of the Employee Safety and Wellness Committee and the Search and
Rescue at Yellowstone National Park, and a mentor in Taylorsville, CA as well as with the USFWS.

Present Occupation:

Social Scientist

Employer:

US Fish & Wildlife Service, Department of Interior

Describe your tenure in the community and/or region as a whole:

I've lived around Plumas County for several years, had to leave for career advancement, but was able
to find a way back. My husband and | first moved here in early 2016 to Greenville for a year and then
lived in Taylorsville from 2017 to 2019. From 2020-2023 we moved to Yellowstone National Park for
work and were able to return to Plumas County to live in Portola starting October 2023.

Outline your vision for the City of Portola:

While, I'd like to hear from Council members and city residents to ensure we have our priorities straight and really engage the community in
addressing needs. From my perspective, | do think more 1) economic stability, 2) wildfire preparedness, and 3) balancing community values with
economic benefit of recreation and tourism. Perhaps there are initiatives to support local business and incentivize local entrepreneurship in industries
that align with community needs. There's ample opportunity for increased partnerships with regional organizations to bring resources and investment.
Continue to increase awareness and bring resources for fire mitigation projects and improvements in emergency response systems. Finally,
capitalizing on Portola's natural beauty and recreational opportunities and ensuring investment in the community when people travel here to recreate.

Describe why you are interested in the appointment:

We've had to move a lot for my career and as dual US-Canadian citizens. However, Plumas County is one place we have been
able to return to and love. As part of the community, | need to find the best opportunity to use my strengths in contributing to the
betterment of our community. | am a dedicated civil servant in my career and value public service in my community as well. | can't
think of a better opportunity to support the community and try to not just help meet community needs, but help the community
thrive. | am also a parent of a 1 year old and 3 year old so | will be able to bring in a perspective of families with young kids.
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Any foreseen issues with time commitments related to the appointment (City Council meetings,
committee assignments, etc.):

| plan on prioritizing meetings assignments so | do not have any foreseeable issues.

NOTICE TO APPLICANTS: Appointment to this position will require you to make information available as
to any potential conflict of interest and to file a Statement of Economic Interest (Form 700) with the
City. The Form 700 is a public record and is available to the public on request. Appointment to this
position will also require you to take and periodically update certain training.

| have read, understand, and will abide by the statement above. | have sufficient time to devote to this
responsibility and plan to attend the required meetings if appointed to fill the vacancy and further
certify that the foregoing information is true and correct.

Date: 10/15/2025

signature: Digitally signed by Lauren

Miller

Lauren Miller pae: 20251015

13:25:47 -07'00'

SUBMITTAL OF APPLICATION: Please submit the completed application to the City Manager. Completed
applications and additional material may be submitted electronically to the City Manager via email at
citymanager@cityofportola.com or in person drop-off at City Hall located at 35 Third Avenue, Portola,
CA, 96122.

Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. on November 3, 2025.
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Lauren Freeman Miller

125 Joy Way, Portola, CA 96122
(202) 213-0435
lauren.free.miller@gmail.com

October 3, 2025
Portola City Council
Dear City Manager and Members of the Portola City Council,

I am writing to express my interest in serving on the Portola City Council. As a dedicated
conservation social scientist with extensive experience in rural community adaptation, risk
mitigation, and environmental resilience, coupled with my affection for Plumas County, | am
confident | can bring a valuable perspective and skill set to the Council. | am also a mother of
two, navigating the complexities of raising a family while working full-time in a rural setting with
limited daycare and preschool options. | truly believe in the importance of community and how
locally we can navigate and overcome challenges together as | see evidenced daily.

My professional background includes serving as the Pacific Southwest Regional Social Scientist
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, where | focus on human dimensions of nature-based
solutions, conflict resolution, and community resilience. Prior to this, | was a Social Science
Program Manager at Yellowstone National Park, managing projects related to visitor use and
safety, human-wildlife conflict, employee well being and community science. My research
experience also includes risk management decision-making for wildfire for the U.S. Forest
Service, specifically on community adaptation to hazards. My graduate research focused on
community and stakeholder participation in public land management, and my work has
consistently emphasized understanding community needs and fostering effective collaboration
to address complex community, social, and environmental challenges.

Having lived and worked in rural areas for the past 15 years, and with a particular love for
Plumas County, | am familiar with the unique opportunities and challenges facing our community
in Portola. My social science background provides a strong foundation for understanding
diverse perspectives, facilitating productive dialogue, and making informed decisions that truly
reflect the needs and aspirations of our residents. | am committed to leveraging my expertise to
enhance community well-being.

Thank you for considering my application. | am eager to contribute my skills and passion to the
Portola City Council and work collaboratively to serve our community.

Kind regards,
L aenen Welon

Lauren Miller
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