
Memorandum 
February 3, 2025 
 
To:  LAFCo Commission 
From:  Plumas LAFCo Executive Officer 
Re: File 2024-0003: Peninsula FPD Annexation of Chester PUD Fire Service Area 
Protest Hearing Certification 
 
Background 
On December 27, 2024 the Plumas LAFCo voted unanimously, 5-0, to adopt Resolution 
No. 2024-0009 approving Peninsula Fire Protection District’s annexation of Chester 
Public Utility District’s fire service area and the divestiture of fire and emergency 
medical services by Chester Public Utility District subject to the terms and conditions 
included in the Resolution and the completion of the Conducting Authority Proceedings.  
 
Protest Proceedings 
As the proposal did not have 100% consent of the affected landowners and registered 
voters, the approval was subject to Protest Proceedings. The protest period started on 
December 28, 2024 and was open for 30 days. A Protest Hearing was held on January 
30, 2025 at the Chester Public Utility District and was publicly noticed pursuant to 
Government Code Section 57025, consisting of newspaper publication in the Mountain 
Messenger. Protest forms were collected by LAFCo staff via mail and in-person, until 
the close of the hearing at 1:30 pm on January 28, 2025. Pursuant to Government Code 
Sections 57077.5 and 57093, the proposal is subject to the following protest thresholds 
for proposals not initiated by the Commission: 
 
1. Terminate proceedings if 50% or more of the registered voters residing in the affected 
territory file a written protest; or 
 
2. Order the change of organization subject to the confirmation of the registered voters 
residing in the affected territory if written protests have been filed by at least 25% but 
less than 50% of the registered voters residing in the territory, OR 25% of the number of 
landowners who also own at least 25% of the assessed land value of land in the 
affected territory; or 
 
3. Order the change of organization without an election if written protests have been 
filed by less than 25% of the registered voters in the affected territory and less than 25% 
of the landowners who own at least 25% of the assessed land value in the affected 
territory. 
 
LAFCo received a single protest by mail during the protest period (see attached).  All 
protest forms are evaluated pursuant to Government Code Sections 56704, 57051, and 
57052. Landowner protest forms are reviewed under Government Code Section 56708 
and 56709, which includes a requirement for how publicly owned parcels are assessed 
and how parcels that joint tenancy or tenancy in common are valued. Registered voter 
protests forms are reviewed pursuant to Government Code Section 56707. 



 
As the number and value of protests met neither the 50% threshold for terminating the 
proceedings nor the 25% thresholds for requiring an election, the Commission is under 
a mandatory statutory duty to approve the change of organization. 
After the conclusion of the certification of the protest hearing results, there are no 
additional actions required to be taken by the Commission to the change of organization 
as approved by the LAFCo Commission on December 27, 2024 in Resolution 2024-
0009.  The Certificate of Completion has been filed and the Change of Organization is 
effective immediately.   
 
Recommended Commission Action 
1. Confirm certification of protest hearing results by motion. 
 
Attachments 
A. LAFCo Resolution 2024-0009. 
B. Written protests received. 














